
Teaching Notes
 Series: God’s Gifts to Us 

 The Gift of Peace

Advent means ______________ or arrival.

Gen 3:1-19 (NLT)  1 The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the LORD

God had made. One day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat
the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?” 2 “Of course we may eat fruit from the
trees  in the garden,” the woman replied.  3 “It’s  only the fruit  from the tree in the
middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or
even touch it; if you do, you will die.’” 4 “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the
woman.  5 “God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you
will be like God, knowing both good and evil.” 6 The woman was convinced. She saw
that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it
would give her. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her
husband,  who was with her,  and he  ate  it,  too.  7 At  that  moment  their  eyes  were
opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves
together to cover themselves. 8 When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man
and his wife heard the LORD God walking about in the garden. So they hid from the
LORD God among the trees. 9 Then the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”
10 He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid because I was
naked.”  11 “Who told you that  you  were naked?” the  LORD God asked. “Have you
eaten from the tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man replied, “It
was the woman you gave me who gave me the fruit, and I ate it.”  13 Then the LORD

God asked  the  woman,  “What  have  you  done?”  “The  serpent  deceived  me,”  she
replied. “That’s why I ate it.” 14 Then the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you
have done this, you are cursed more than all animals, domestic and wild. You will
crawl on your belly,  groveling in the dust as long as you live.  15 And I will cause
hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring.
He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 16 Then he said to the woman,
“I will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy, and in pain you will give birth. And you
will desire to control your husband, but he will rule over you. ” 17 And to the man he
said, “Since you listened to your wife and ate from the tree whose fruit I commanded
you not to eat, the ground is cursed because of you. All your life you will struggle to
scratch a living from it.3 18 It will grow thorns and thistles for you, though you will eat
of its grains. 19 By the sweat of your brow will you have food to eat until you return to
the ground from which you were made. For you were made from dust, and to dust you
will return.” 

First.  Adam  &  Eve  were  convinced  that  they  had  discovered  a
___________________  ______________ than what God had established.

Prov 3:5-7 (NLT)  5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own
understanding. 6 Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.
7 Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom. Instead, fear the  LORD and turn away
from evil. 

Second. Adam and Eve became self-conscious and ____________ .

Third.  They  tried  to  _______________ and  ______________ themselves  by
pointing the finger of ______________________ elsewhere.

How can we embrace peace?
First,  we  must  stop  ________________ others  and  ______________ to  our
mistakes, faults, and sin.

1 John 1:8-9 (NLT)  8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and
not living in the truth.  9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 

Second,  we must stop trying to ___________________ God’s voice and trying to
________________ from Him.

Romans 3:19, 22-23 (NLT)  19 Obviously, the law applies to those to whom it was
given, for its purpose is to keep people from having excuses, and to show that the
entire world is guilty before God… 22 We are made right with God by placing our faith
in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are.
23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.

Third, we must come to grips with the reality that  _______________ ways are
better than ____________ ways.

NLT Psalm 37:23 The steps of the godly are directed by the LORD. He delights in
every detail of their lives.
Isaiah 55:8 (NLT) 8 “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the LORD. 
“And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. 

John 14:27 (NLT)   27 “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And
the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid. 

Eagerly receive God’s ____________ of ____________________ .


